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tian spirit owed so much at the opening of the last centurr.
These women in high positions exerted a strong influence
upon institutions and organisations which even to-day are
the mainstay of the Church in France. Others, again, in
the retirement of their homes, proved themselves to be of
the race of those of whom the Scripture tells us that " their
children have risen up and called them blessed/'
In this era of clubs and societies, when religious sodalities,
charities, social work, games, and entertainments all make
claims upon the adolescent, the various associations of
past pupils of the Society of the Sacred Heart may take
on new forms and develop a more complicated structure.
In some places, however, as in Bois TEveque, near Liege,
the members have asked to return to their primitive setting.
They have found that, as " Children of Mary," they may
embrace every kind of good work and open their minds
to every new interest, however varied these may be.
The Society of the Sacred Heart, without ever taking
the lead in purely intellectual and academic studies, has
been characterised in Belgium by the tact and adaptability
with which it has been fitted into the national life, so that
since the foundation of the first Belgian house, nearly
one hundred years ago, it has taken on almost every form
of scholastic development. The great monastic household
of Jette-St.-Pierre, outside Brussels, gathers within its walls
the Belgian Novitiate and Juniorate, a boarding school,
elementary and central schools, whose numbers run into
hundreds, not to speak of clubs, sodalities, and other social
institutions. A description of the convent under Reverend
Mother de Clery, who in the last decade of the nineteenth
century governed it somewhat after the manner of a
mediaeval abbess,1 shows us that " a, thousand children
1 Rttigitxses duSacrt Grar, voL iii, pp. 118, 2x9.